@ Formula Ford
engines in Sports
1600 class produce
about 110bhp: Mid18
top left; Mk24
bottom left
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Having said that, you didn" necessarily
have fo have the latest car. One of the
great attractions of the Mallock
philosophy is that each design is a logical
development of the last, and in most
cases update kits have allowed
customers to keep up with the latest

follow. Okay, you couldn't update the
Mk2 to Mk30PR spec (I don t think. . ) bu’f
you know what | mean.

It was in order fo frace That process of
careful evolution that we came to
assemble a seiection of four Mallocks:
Mk2: Mk18; Mk27; and Mk30PR. Put the
Mk2 alongside the Mk30PR, and the
connection is prefty difficult to see. Put the
Mk18 and the Mk27 in their rightful places
in between though, and the lineage is
immediately cbvious.

For our test, the logical thing waus to
start with the Mk2, and then run through
the range in chronolegical order, right?
Noft so. Richard Mailock suggested... no
insisted, | start with the Mk18. It was, he
assured me, the most benign and user-
friendly of the bunch.

Currently there are two categories in
Clubman Sporls racing: Sports 1600,
powered by, effectively, Formula Ford
1600-spec Ford Crossflow engines
producing (it depeids who you listen to

ol're prepared to
5-110bhp or so; and the

o‘i‘ "e"&t aload of
"mumrlar carsis

'Qéh colirse is great for
dence, but means theqs

obvious benefit of handling and
olding - the gear lever comes out

~ quife a long way back in the cockpit. To

obviate this somewhat the lever was
cranked forwards so that the knob was in
more-or-less the right position, but it was
still a litle awkward in use. Otherwise *
though it felt like a good, honest, vice-free
racing car, which would probably be a
very nice entrée to Clubman Sports racing
for a beginner.

| then slid behind the wheel of Rod
Hunter's Hoods Galore Mk27. Itis also a
Sports 1600, so again it's not mad with
power, although it is reckoned to have
one of the strongest engines in the
formula af a claimed 112bhp.

Rod warned me that the suspension on
his car was pretty stiff, but on the relatively
smooth contours of Mallory Park (well,
apart from the pit lane and paddock, that
is) I didn't really notice it too much. To me,
it felt very similar to Paul Dawson’s Mk18,
only more so. The performance was
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