obviously prefty similar (both drivers are
leading contenders in the class) but the
Iater car just felt that litfle bit more precise;
it seemed to go exactly where you put it. |
did detect a little bit of understeer when
turning in at Shaws Hairpin, which I hadn't
observed in the Mk18. But then | was
probably growing in confidence by then,
and pushing a little harder in fact. It was
most acute if | turned in too fast, ortried to
accelerate too soon. The Mk27 (and the
Mk 18 for that matter) would slide the tail
under power, but neither had enough of it
to kick the tail all the way round. So
gefting round the hairpin was a matter of
turning in at exactly the right speed, then
hitting the throftle at just the right moment.
Get it right and it was very satisfying. Get it
wrong, and you had understeer, then
oversteer... sometimes both at the same
timel

Possibly because of the firmer
suspension, the Mk27 felt very quick and
stable at Gerrards. According to Rod
Hunter, in a dry race in the middle of
summer, he (and, one assumes, the rest of
them) would be going in to Gerrards flat -
no braking, no liffing. But the
disadvantage of firmer suspension
manifested itself in one way: the Mk27
didn’t much care for being asked to ride
the kerbs, especially atthe Esses. Rod
Hunter also had a bit of a squirt in the
Mk18, and found it similar to his own Mk27,
but a little vague to drive, not quite as
precise or responsive.

And then came the moment | had
really been looking forward to, as |
lowered myself easily into the roomy
cockpit of the Mk2, evocatively turned out
in British Racing Green... as all ‘proper’
race cars were in those days, of course.
Johnny Street’'s Mk2 is one of the oldest
cars known to be still in existence: the
dash-mounted chassis plate proudly
bears the legend U2/21 It is still actively
campaigned in US historic racing, and
was brought fo the UK especially for Arthur
Mallock's 75th birthday celebration,
which is a measure of the esteem in which
he was held. In fact, U2/2 was the last car
ever raced by The Major, at Laguna Seca,
California, in 1991,

Itis turned out in historic Formula Junior
spec, with a Geoff Richardson-prepared
1100cc Ford engine producing a claimed
130bhp at 8600rpm. It drives through a
Ford 2000E gearbox (a later addition, one
suspects) to a BMC A-series live axle
suspended on leaf springs at the rear. Up
front one finds a Ford swing axle of the
type that was very popular (read cheap
and readily available) on specials at the
fime. Oh... and drum brakes!

The compilete car weighs just 400kg,
and with no wings or other cerocdynamic
appenddges, a narrow frack and minimal
frontal areq, the Mk2 is very quick ina
straight line, having been clocked at
135mph on occasion, with acceleration to
match. Indeed, that was the first thing |
noticed as | accelerated out of the pits for
the first time, and the incredible
straightline performance continued to
surprise me - not to mention the drivers of
more modern machinery | was sharing
the track with - throughout my few laps.
There was litfle power under about
7000:pm, but from there round to
9000rpm, it flew. Driving it, the Mk2 gave
one the curious feeling that there was no
hindrance to acceleration, almost as if
The Major had somehow discovered an
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antidote fo friction!

The 12in-diameter
steering wheel - large by
modern standards - needs
a lot of input, such that the
steering feels a little vague
at first: you need to turn the
staering wheel much more
than expected to effect
cny given degree of turn
tc the ‘ront wheels, At the
same time, the steering
feelsvary light, which all
takes a bit of gefting used
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